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The leading idea behind this fieldwork research in Pamplona, Navarra, Spain, was to do a first step in 

exploring the religious life of Romanian communities living in the area, with a specific focus on the 

social capital formation and the situation of youth within the Romanian religious communities. 

General background information and valuable contacts were set up to prepare the extended 

fieldwork in to be conducted 2017.  

During the stay in Pamplona 3 forms of data collection were used to meet the objectives stated 

above. First, I conducted a desk research to find out: 

- social, cultural and political context framing the development of Romanian religious 

communities abroad and in the specific case of Spain / Navarra; 

- which are the main religious communities in the area oriented towards Romanian migrants, part 

of which religious beliefs, the dimension of them, locations, etc; 

- how are they organized, the main leaders and important figures, types of attenders, etc.  

- the main events organized by them and with what kind of support (if any) from the local / 

Romanian authorities / communities;  

- the overall relation to the other religious communities in both destination and origin country;  

- the overall significance they have for the Romanian communities living in the area;  

- the overall perception the Spanish community has on the Romanian religious communities;  

- values and attitudes promoted, how and by whom;  

- programs and activities dedicated to form and develop social capital;  

- programs and activities dedicated to the youth; 

For this first part I consulted: 

-  mass-media articles, interviews, and news on the above topics from Spain, Romania, Moldova, 

and Ukraine;  

- official reports and databases available on public institutions webpages from Spain and Romania;  

- Social media accounts and posts of the aforementioned religious communities (Facebook, 

twitter, Instagram, YouTube, etc).  

- Webpages of the religious communities;  

- Research on the Romanian communities in Spain with special focus on the religion role.  

Second, I undertook participant observation in order to understand:  

- The schedule and place of meetings of the Romanian religious communities in Pamplona area;  

- Which are the relations between the communities and the leadership of the religious 

communities;  



- The main groups of attenders and the relations between them, socio-economic background, 

etc.;  

- The type of massages promoted during the formal and informal meetings;  

- Informal structures (youth associations, choir, etc.) exiting within the religious communities;   

- social, cultural and political context framing the development of Romanian religious 

communities abroad; 

-  

For this stage I attended four meetings of Romanian religious communities in Pamplona: 

- One for orthodox believers, part of the Romanian Orthodox church;  

- one for the orthodox believers, part of the Moldavian orthodox church but with high 

participation from the Romanian community;  

- One for Baptist believers, with a mix community.  

- one for Pentecostals, with a mainly Romanian Roma community.  

Third, I conducted a number of formal and informal interviews / discussions to observe:  

- the main values promoted inside the religious communities;  

- the existing relations and structures within the religious community;  

- relations with the local community, with the home country, with other immigrant communities, 

etc.  

- social, cultural and political context framing the development of Romanian religious 

communities abroad; 

- Recruitment techniques of religious organizations 

The formal and informal interviews / discussions were conducted with:  

- Spanish people living in Pamplona area;  

- Non-Romanian migrants living in the Pamplona area;  

- Romanian migrants with different levels of involvement in the religious communities (non-

believers, occasional involvement, low involvements, etc.)  

Planning the fieldwork in 2017, a number of issues have to be tackled down:  

- Support from the Romanian public institutions in the area have to be secured (Romanian 

embassy, consulate, etc.); 

- Exploration of other religious communities besides the three already included;  

- Exploration of scholars and scientific research on the topic of research in the area and 

establishing interviews and meetings with them.  


