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The main goal of this research trip to Bilbao, Spain was to collect relevant background information 

regarding the role played by religious organizations in the social capital formation of the Romanian 

migrant youth in Spain. Moreover, through the contacts made, the field was prepared for the 

organization of focus-groups in 2017.  

Participant observation and informal interviews were the main instruments employed in collecting 

data. I had several discussions with Romanian migrants attending the Orthodox Church in Bilbao (All-

Saints Parish), and also with the Orthodox priest. The main ideas touched upon were the following: 

 The social, political and cultural context in which Romanian churches and religious 

organizations work in Spain. 

 The availability and popularity of religious organizations offering programs specifically 

tailored for the youth; in this respect, NEPSIS, the Romanian Orthodox Church-led youth 

organization seems to be very involved in the lives of young Romanian migrants. 

 The content of youth programs available within religious organizations, especially from the 

perspective of latent or explicit political values. As it turns out, many programs for the youth 

center upon teaching/learning Romanian history and geography, thus creating a bridge 

between migrant communities and the community at home (for some of the young people, 

Romania is mostly an “imagined community”, since they have not spent significant amount 

of time there). 

 Recruitment strategies of churches and religious organizations. 

 The role played by the church in maintaining ties with the country of origin. 

 The role played by the church in creating a community of ethnic Romanians, organized 

around the goal of maintaining Romanian identity in the context of migration. 

 The services offered by the church – from spiritual to social . 

 The importance of the religious community in re-creating social capital among migrants and 

facilitating/inhibiting integration. 

From the perspective of planning interviews and focus groups in 2017, the following issues were 

observed: 

 The most efficacious ways to gain access to youth religious organizations would be to attend 

some of the summer camps organized by the Romanian Orthodox Church in Spain. 

 Efforts should be made, in planning these focus-groups to capture the diversity of existing 

types of religious programs offered to the youth (although, so far, we have only focused on 

Romanian Orthodox organizations in Spain, it is necessary to also reach migrants belonging 

to other denominations, and, indeed, also the agnostics; such diversification of respondents’ 

backgrounds is justified by the rigors of comparative research). 


