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The main goal of this research trip to Warsaw was to collect relevant background information 

regarding the role played by religious organizations in the social capital formation of the youth in 

Poland. Moreover, through the contacts made, the field was prepared for the organization of focus-

groups in 2017.  

Interviews were conducted with sociologists and political scientists from the University of Warsaw, 

the Polish Academy of Sciences and the Public Opinion Research Center (CBOS). Throughout the 

interviews, the discussions centered upon the following core ideas: 

 The social, political and cultural context in which  churches and religious organizations work 

in Poland. 

 The availability and popularity of religious organizations offering programs specifically 

tailored for the youth (such as university chaplaincies, the “Oasa” movement, or the series of 

pilgrimages to Chestochowa). 

 The content of youth programs available within religious organizations, especially from the 

perspective of latent or explicit political values (traditionalism, conservatism, political 

(dis)engagement, etc.). 

 The teaching of religion in public schools and religious services within public universities. 

 The presence of religion in the political sphere; mainstream and radical religious 

organizations. 

 The presence of other denominations besides the predominant Catholic Church, and the 

functioning of a pluralistic religious space in an essentially homogenous Catholic country. 

 The connection between the Catholic Church and political action, especially from the 

perspective of the former’s involvement in resistance movements during the communist 

regime. 

 Recruitment strategies of religious organizations. 

 Differences between church-run youth programs and those offered by religious non-

governmental organizations. 

 The role played by the Catholic Church in political debates regarding abortion and LGBTQ 

rights. 

 The activity of the Polish Catholic Church in the Polish diaspora (especially in the UK). 

 

 



From the perspective of planning interviews and focus groups in 2017, the following issues were 

observed: 

 The need for securing a Polish partner in organizing the focus groups is essential; so far, 

some contacts have been made, and a few researchers offered to provide assistance in terms 

of both organization of the focus-groups and intermediating translation services. 

 Efforts should be made, in planning these focus-groups to capture the diversity of existing 

types of religious programs offered to the youth (some offer opportunities to volunteer for 

social causes, while others are more focused on the spiritual dimension, and yet others take 

a more visible political/ideological approach). 

 


